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DESIGNING A REAL-LIFE GRAMMAR COURSE FOR 8TH GRADE: PRACTICAL TASKS AND LESSON MODELS WITHIN THE VARIABLE COMPONENT

Abstract
The article presents the design and pedagogical rationale of an author’s variable-component course “Real-Life English Grammar: 8th Grade Practical Course”, aimed at developing learners’ ability to use grammatical structures accurately and appropriately in real communicative situations. The study is grounded in a competency-based and communicative approach to grammar teaching, emphasizing functional use over isolated rule memorization. The paper describes the structure of the course, principles of task design, and sample lesson models integrating real-life contexts. Practical grammar tasks are analyzed as a tool for forming grammatical awareness, communicative accuracy, and learner autonomy. The findings confirm that real-life grammar instruction within the variable component increases students’ motivation and supports sustainable language competence development.
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1. Introduction
In contemporary foreign language education, grammar is no longer viewed as a set of abstract rules detached from communication. Modern curricula emphasize the practical use of language as a tool for real interaction, which requires a rethinking of traditional grammar instruction [1]. In this context, the variable component of the school curriculum provides teachers with opportunities to design flexible, learner-centered courses that respond to students’ communicative needs.
The author’s course “Real-Life English Grammar: 8th Grade Practical Course” was developed to address the gap between grammatical knowledge and its application in authentic communication. Despite learners’ familiarity with grammatical forms, many eighth-grade students experience difficulties using them accurately in speaking and writing tasks [2]. This article aims to describe the structure, methodological principles, and practical implementation of a real-life grammar course within the variable component.
2. Theoretical Framework
The course design is based on three interrelated pedagogical foundations: the competency-based approach, communicative language teaching, and functional grammar instruction.
According to the competency-based approach, learning outcomes are defined not only in terms of knowledge acquisition but also in terms of learners’ ability to apply knowledge in meaningful contexts [3]. In grammar teaching, this implies shifting the focus from rule explanation to grammar use in problem-solving and communication.
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) views grammar as a resource for making meaning rather than an end in itself. As noted by Harmer, grammar instruction becomes effective when learners see its immediate relevance to real communication [4]. Functional grammar further supports this view by emphasizing how grammatical forms serve specific communicative purposes in discourse [5].
3. Course Design within the Variable Component
The variable component allows flexibility in content selection, pacing, and instructional strategies. The proposed course is designed for one academic year (34 hours) and complements the core English curriculum for Grade 8.
3.1 Course Objectives
The main objectives of the course are:
· to develop students’ ability to use grammatical structures accurately in everyday communication;
· to form grammatical awareness through contextualized practice;
· to increase motivation by using authentic and relatable content;
· to foster learner autonomy through task-based learning.
3.2 Course Structure
The course is organized thematically rather than grammatically. Each unit integrates several grammar points commonly studied in Grade 8, such as tenses, modal verbs, conditionals, and passive voice, within real-life contexts.
Table 1. Sample Course Structure
	Unit Theme
	Real-Life Context
	Target Grammar
	Communicative Outcome

	Daily Life & Routines
	School, hobbies
	Present Simple / Continuous
	Describing habits and current actions

	Making Decisions
	Advice, rules
	Modal verbs
	Giving advice and expressing obligation

	Life Experiences
	Travel, events
	Present Perfect
	Sharing personal experiences

	Future Plans
	Education, career
	Future forms
	Talking about plans and predictions


4. Practical Grammar Tasks and Lesson Models
A key feature of the course is the use of practical grammar tasks that simulate real communicative situations. Tasks are designed according to the principles of task-based learning, where language is used as a means to achieve a communicative goal [6].
4.1 Types of Real-Life Grammar Tasks
The course includes the following task types:
· Situational dialogues: students role-play everyday situations such as asking for advice or making arrangements;
· Problem-solving tasks: learners use grammar to propose solutions to real-life problems;
· Personalized speaking tasks: students relate grammar structures to their own experiences;
· Mini-projects: grammar is embedded in presentations, posters, or short written products.
4.2 Sample Lesson Model
A typical lesson follows a three-stage structure:
1. Contextualization: introduction of grammar through a real-life situation (e.g., school rules);
2. Guided practice: controlled tasks focusing on accuracy;
3. Communicative practice: freer tasks where students use grammar to express personal meaning.
Such a model aligns with the view that grammar acquisition is most effective when learners notice forms in context and immediately apply them in communication [7].
5. Pedagogical Value and Expected Outcomes
Implementation of the real-life grammar course demonstrates several pedagogical benefits. Students show increased engagement and confidence in using grammatical structures during speaking activities. Moreover, grammar accuracy improves when learners associate forms with communicative functions rather than isolated rules.
The course also supports differentiated instruction, as tasks can be adapted to different proficiency levels. Within the variable component, teachers can modify content based on learners’ interests, making grammar instruction more relevant and inclusive.
6. Conclusion
Designing a real-life grammar course within the variable component provides an effective solution to the challenge of bridging grammatical knowledge and communicative use. The author’s course “Real-Life English Grammar: 8th Grade Practical Course” demonstrates that practical tasks and lesson models grounded in real-life contexts contribute to the development of grammatical competence and communicative accuracy in 8th grade learners.
The findings suggest that real-life grammar instruction should be considered a valuable supplement to the core curriculum, particularly in contexts where communicative competence is a key educational priority.
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